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PARENTS’ PAGES 

 

Begin by watching the 9 minute film: Women in Wartime-1940s British Council Film 

Collection – Charlie Dean Archives (YouTube)  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bLfzhyzk3_g 

 

1. Research the part women played in WW2. You need to know: 

• Before the war, women only worked as nurses, teachers, office 

staff, shop assistants and domestic servants and usually gave up 

work when they married or had children. 

• 640,000 women joined the armed forces 

• 80,000 joined the Women’s Land Army 

• 55,000 did air defence work 

• Women became mechanics, engineers, factory workers, 

ambulance drivers, ARP Wardens, postmen etc. 

• Women were needed to replace the male workforce as the men 

had gone to fight. 

• Evacuation freed mothers to be able to work. 

• Discuss this information with your child and ask them which 

career they would have chosen. No women fought during WW2. 

Talk about the difference today. (Humanities) 

             2. Talk about the style of diary writing with your child. (Language) 

3. Assist your child in designing a poster to attract women to a particular job. 

Research, first, by looking at different types of war work propaganda posters 

and talk about the use of persuasive language. (Language/Expressive Arts) 

4. Many women entered the Secret War and became code breakers at 

Bletchley Park. Talk about this and assist your child in formulating a secret 

code that you can use with the family. (Mathematics related) 

5. Some women, who were usually linguists, were chosen for the Special 

Operations Executive (SOE). Research the life of Violet Szabo and her work 

with the French Resistance with your child. (Humanities) 

6. Discuss narrative writing style with your child. This will lead to exciting 

story writing. (Language) 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bLfzhyzk3_g
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Please see our full range of WW2 work packs. Titles include: 

Evacuation                                     VE Day 

The Blitz                                          Food in WW2 

Make Do And Mend                                                                                                            

 

CHILDREN’S PAGES 

 

Watch the film. This film was made during World War 2 to show all the opportunities 

for women to support the war effort, through working. 

 

ACTIVITY 1 

 Find out as much as you can about women’s work during WW2. Which career would 

you have chosen? 640,000 women joined the armed forces but did not fight. How 

would you have felt about this? 

 

ACTIVITY 2 

Imagine a day in the life of one of these women. Perhaps you chose to be an Air Raid 

Warden or a nurse. Imagine what it would have been like on one of the hardest days 

of the war. Write your diary entry for that day. 

 

ACTIVITY 3 

Design a propaganda poster to persuade young women to join one of the careers that 

you have researched. Remember that your picture should be eye-catching and your 

language direct and brief. 

 

ACTIVITY 4 

Find out about the women code-breakers at Bletchley Park. Then, create your own 

secret code that you can use with your family and friends.  
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ACTIVITY 5 

Some young women, who were fluent in French, became secret agents and worked 

with the French Resistance to sabotage the work of the German forces in France. 

They were skilled in sending secret messages, using hidden radios or secret codes. 

They were also involved in sabotaging German establishments, railways, factories 

and in the murder of Nazi officials. This sounds very exciting and glamorous but, by 

doing this, they were risking their lives. They lived a life dominated by fear.  

Find out all about Violet Szabo, probably the most well-known member of the Special 

Operations Executive. 

 

ACTIVITY 6 

Now, write your own exciting story about an undercover secret agent in France. You 

could write a mini novel if you wish and produce several chapters leading to an 

exciting ending. How about illustrating your work – or maybe producing your own 

book? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We hope you enjoyed our VE day education pack! Be sure to share your pictures of 

baking and taking part in the activities with us on social media. 

Facebook: The Regimental Museum of The Royal Welsh  

Instagram: @rmrw_brecon  

Twitter: @RMRW_brecon 


