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PARENTS’ PAGES 

 

Begin by watching two films, both available on You Tube:  

VE Day in London – 1945 (British Movietone, 10 mins) 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NEavcsrMoMw 

 

History KS2 VE Day (BBC Teach – Primary Resources, 5 mins)  

https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/class-clips-video/history-ks2-ve-day/z7xtmfr 

                                                                                          

1. Research the events leading up to VE Day.  Make a timeline of the major 

events, which will make it easier for your child to understand. It’s also 

important to use a globe or map, so that your child can see where the major 

events took place and to understand why it was a ‘world war’. (Humanities) 

2. Discuss journalistic style with your child. Look at some newspaper reports 

of current events. Talk about the importance of an eye-catching headline. 

Assist your child in producing a newspaper report. Present using ICT. 

(Language/ ICT) 

3. Talk about literary techniques that can enhance descriptive writing. 

(Adjectives, adverbs, similes, for example.) (Language) 

4. Encourage your child to plan and prepare a VE Day celebration for your 

family and friends. This can take the form of a garden party (or even a street 

party if you are feeling ambitious!). Enjoy dressing up in the clothes of the 

day. (Expressive arts/ Language/ Technology) 

5. Assist your child in the planning and preparation of a healthy VE Day meal. 

(Health and Well-being) 

6. Research popular songs from WW2 that you could play during your party. 

(Spotify – Songs to Celebrate VE Day) (Expressive Arts) 

7. Concentrate on the second video and discuss the events that led to VJ Day 

and the ending of WW2. This will involve your child learning about the 

atomic bomb. You will need to approach the subject sensitively, depending 

on the age and maturity of your child. (Language) 

 

Please see our full range of WW2 work packs. Titles include: 

Food During WW2     Make Do and Mend 

Evacuation      Women at War 

The Blitz 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NEavcsrMoMw
https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/class-clips-video/history-ks2-ve-day/z7xtmfr
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CHILDREN’S PAGES 

 

Watch the videos, which show the events leading up to Victory in Europe Day and the 

celebrations in London at the end of WW2. 

 

ACTIVITY 1 

Using the Internet and reference books, find out about the events that led to 

Germany’s unconditional surrender on May 7th 1945. Make a Timeline that will show 

how the war began to turn in the Allies’ favour (Britain, America and all her friendly 

nations). Try to use a globe or a world map to give you an idea of the scale of the war 

and how every continent (except Antarctica!) was involved. 

 

ACTIVITY 2 

Look closely at how a newspaper report is presented. The headline has to be very eye-

catching and it’s in large capital letters. The report is written in columns, often 

including a photograph. A by-line, with the reporter’s name, is always underneath 

the headline. Write a newspaper report that might have appeared in a paper on May 

9th 1945. Use your PC to present it really well. 

  

ACTIVITY 3 

Imagine you were one of the thousands of people celebrating in London on VE Day 

(May 8th) and standing in the crowd in front of Buckingham Palace. Write a 

description of the events that took place then and later, during the evening. Describe 

the street parties, bonfires, music and dancing and the unbelievable excitement that 

was generated by the people. Use descriptive language and think about what you saw, 

what you heard, what you could smell and what it felt like. Include your emotions.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                    

 

ACTIVITY 4 

Plan your own VE Day celebration for your family and friends. You need to research 

the kind of parties that were held and the food and activities that took place. Then 

you can make invitations. (Make them very patriotic, decorated with Union Jack 

flags.) Try to make red, white and blue bunting to decorate your party venue. Think 

of typical games you could play that were popular in the 1940s, such as Pass the 

Parcel, Musical Chairs, Pin the Tail on the Donkey.  
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ACTIVITY 5 

Plan your menu. Try to make it as healthy as possible. Remember – sweets and sugar 

were rationed. This could include: 

 

Spam sandwiches 

Egg and cress sandwiches 

Red jelly 

Carrot sticks, tomato wedges, cheese cubes 

Home made Carrot Cake (See the recipe in our Food in WW2 work pack.) 

 

Research popular songs of the day and play these at your party. 

 

Look at photographs of the day and dress up! ENJOY YOUR PARTY! 

 

ACTIVITY 6 

But WW2 was not over. Watch Video 2 and concentrate on the events after VE Day. 

Where did the fighting continue and who was the enemy? Research the events that 

led to the end of the war. Add these to your timeline. What do you notice about the 

date of the official end of WW2? (Clue: Look back to the day war broke out.) 

 

ACTIVITY 7 

Try to write a poem which will express your feelings about the Second World War, 

now that you have finished your research and learned so much. Think back over all 

the topics you have studied. Remember what you learned about the evacuation of 

children, The Blitz, the secret agents in France and so much more? 

You could try to illustrate your poem too. 

 

Final Idea 

Make a book to display all the work you have produced on WW2. This could be 

something to keep forever. You can add photographs and pictures to illustrate the 

topics you have covered.  
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We hope you enjoyed our VE day education pack! Be sure to share your pictures of 

baking and taking part in the activities with us on social media. 

Facebook: The Regimental Museum of The Royal Welsh  

Instagram: @rmrw_brecon  

Twitter: @RMRW_brecon 


