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PARENTS’ PAGES 

Begin by watching the following videos, all available on You Tube:  

Simple History: The Blitz (4 mins),  

BBC Teach – History, Children of World War 2:  Living Through Air Raids  

(10 mins)      

London’s Biggest Blitz (Pathé Gazette) (3 mins) 

Your Anderson Shelter This Winter (Pathé) (2 mins) 

 

1. Find out what your child already knows about The Blitz during World War 

2. Use the internet and reference books to research with your child. You will 

learn most of the facts from the first video. You need to know that:  

• There was no bombing for the first year of the war. 

• The bombing of London began on September 7th 1940. 

• Major cities, towns, industrial sites, docks, military bases were 

targeted. 

• The bombing of London lasted until May 11th 1941. 20,000 

killed. 

• Liverpool was the second worst-affected city with 5,000 killed. 

• Different types of shelters were used: Anderson; Morrison; 

Public; large table; cellar; under stairs cupboard; caves, tunnels; 

the London Underground.  

• Blackout time changed according to the season – it was at dusk. 

• There were two sirens: the well-known one, ‘Wailing Winnie,’ 

that announced the impending arrival of planes; The All Clear 

to announce the end of the raid. They were different. 

                                                                                                                        (Humanities) 

3.  Discuss what it would have been like with your child. Encourage him/her 

to write an imaginative description, using similes, metaphors, alliterative 

phrases and onomatopoeia. Follow this by attempting a poem, which can 

have an illustrated border.  (Language etc./ Expressive Arts)  

4. Assist your child in producing a painting or collage depicting the Blitz over 

the London skyline. Use pastels to create a smoky atmosphere. (Expressive 

Arts) 

5. Design and make a model Anderson Shelter. There are plenty of ideas on the 

internet.  (Expressive Arts) 
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6. Conduct your own scientific experiment to discover why corrugated steel 

was used in the design of the Anderson Shelter. Take two pieces of A4 paper. 

Make a ‘bridge shape’, using 2 tins to support the paper. Firstly, place the 

flat sheet across and watch what happens when you begin to pile coins on 

top. Count how many the bridge will support. Secondly, corrugate the paper 

by folding it like a fan. Now, see the difference when you pile coins on top! 

(Science and Technology) 

7. Research the roles of people who did not shelter during the Blitz if they were 

on duty: Air Raid Wardens, firemen, ambulance drivers, policemen, doctors, 

nurses. Encourage your child to produce an Air Raid Warden’s Report Form 

on a night’s activity. Discuss the different style of writing. (Language/ ICT 

technology)                                                 

                                                                                                  

Suggested children’s literature on The Blitz:  

Blitz   Short story collection by Robert Westall 

Blitzcat   Novel by Robert Westall 

Time Train To The Blitz   by Sophie McKenzie 

 

Please see our full range of WW2 work packs. Titles include: 

Evacuation 

Food in WW2 

Make Do And Mend 

Women at War 

VE Day 
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CHILDREN’S PAGES 

                Enjoy watching the videos. 

ACTIVITY 1 

Using the internet and any reference books you can find, find out all you can about The 

Blitz. Research Cardiff and Swansea as well as London.  Produce a Fact file, or perhaps 

a power point presentation that you can show to your family. 

 

ACTIVITY 2 

Now that you are an expert, imagine that you have experienced a night during the 

London blitz. Write a vivid description of everything that happened around you, 

including the sights, sounds, smells and feelings that you experienced. Read this to 

your family. Perhaps you could try writing a poem too, and then illustrating it. You 

could use a suitable border to really set it off. 

 

ACTIVITY 3 

Put all your ideas into a painting or collage. You could show the skyline of London as 

the planes fly overhead. Remember to include the searchlights, barrage balloons, 

silhouettes of damaged buildings. 

 

 

 

ACTIVITY 4 

Design and make a model Anderson Shelter. If you are feeling really ambitious, set it 

in a wartime garden, with a Dig for Victory patch and miniature vegetables. Remember 

to furnish it too. 

 

ACTIVITY 5 

Anderson Shelters were made from corrugated steel. Why not flat steel? Conduct the 

following experiment to discover the advantages of corrugated steel. 

You will need: 2 cylindrical tins the same height 

                            2 sheets of A4 paper 

                            a few coins 

What you will do: 
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Make a bridge using the tins and one sheet of paper. Place a coin in the middle. Now, 

count how many coins you can pile on the paper before it collapses. Record your 

answer. 

 

Now, corrugate the second sheet of paper by folding it tightly, like a fan. Spread it 

across the tins to make another bridge. Now, count how many coins you can place on 

top. 

 

What do you notice? 

Why does this happen? 

 

ACTIVITY 6 

Find out all you can about the people who helped the civilians during the Blitz: Air 

Raid Wardens, ambulance men, firemen, policemen, doctors, nurses. 

Write a report form that might have been produced by an Air Raid Warden on one of 

the worst nights. Imagine the kind of work that he would have been doing, using all 

your research to help you. You can draw up a form using a spreadsheet if you wish.  

 

We hope you enjoyed our VE day education pack! Be sure to share your pictures of 

baking and taking part in the activities with us on social media. 

Facebook: The Regimental Museum of The Royal Welsh  

Instagram: @rmrw_brecon  

Twitter: @RMRW_brecon 


