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PARENTS’ PAGES 

Begin by watching the 3-minute film: A Family in Wartime: Evacuation.  (You Tube: 

Imperial War Museum) 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ijh7_OrM23I 

 

1.Find out what your child already knows about Evacuation during World War 2. 

Encourage your child to carry out research using books and the internet. 

Important facts you need to know: 

1. This was to escape the inevitable bombing of cities, towns, ports and 

industrial areas. It took place before war broke out - September 1st and 2nd 

1939. 

2. 3 million children were evacuated with 485,900 from London in only 2 days. 

3. Many stayed for the duration of the war but some returned home during the 

‘phoney war’. 

4. They went to Reception Areas from Evacuation Areas. Neutral Areas were 

unaffected. (They didn’t send children away or receive any.). 

5. Foster parents were paid. (10 shillings and six pence a week.) 

6. The school population went together. Teachers were evacuated too. Local 

schools accommodated them, often splitting the school day between both 

schools. 

 

2. For your child to be able to imagine the number of children evacuated from London, 

find out how many people the Principality Stadium Cardiff holds and divide this into 

485,900. Tell them to imagine that number of Principality Stadiums full of evacuees. 

(Mathematics) 

3. Research Evacuation propaganda posters with your child. Talk about the style of 

language used and the key message. Assist your child in designing a poster. (Language 

/Expressive Arts) 

4. Talk about the necessity for a small suitcase. (The child carried their own luggage.) 

When your child has packed his/her case, weigh it. Think of a method of doing this. 

(Mathematics)  

5. Talk about what should be included in a diary entry. Encourage your child to be 

imaginative in writing an entry on the day of the journey. (Language) 

6. Show your child an informal and a formal letter. Talk about the different language 

styles and layout. Assist your child in writing an informal letter. (Language) 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ijh7_OrM23I
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Suggested novels to read together: 

Carrie’s War by Nina Bawden                  Friend or Foe   by Michael Morpurgo 

Goodnight Mr Tom  by Michelle Magorian 

 

 

Please see our full range of WW2 work packs. Titles include: 

Food in WW2                                  Women at War 

The Blitz                                           VE Day 

Make Do And Mend                                                                                                                                                                                                                     
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CHILDREN’S PAGES 

Watch the film. This film was made during World War 2 but a real evacuee is talking 

about his experience. 

 

ACTIVITY 1 

 Using the internet and reference books, find out as much as you can about Evacuation. 

Ask older members of your family if any have memories about children evacuated 

during World War 2. Why did it take place? Find out about: 

• Evacuation Areas, Reception Areas, Neutral Areas 

• Who was evacuated? 

• Billeting Officers 

• Means of transport 

• Total number of children evacuated. 

• Operation Pied Piper 

 

ACTIVITY 2 

The total number of children evacuated from London on September 1st and 2nd 1939 

was 485,900. Find out how many spectators can sit in the Principality Stadium in 

Cardiff. Now, find out how many times the stadium could be filled with evacuees. 

Imagine this! What a lot of children! 

 

ACTIVITY 3 

The British Government produced many propaganda posters, encouraging parents to 

send their children to safety. Use the internet to find some examples. Look at the kind 

of language they use. It’s very direct and they only use a few words. Design a 

propaganda poster to persuade parents.                                

                                                                   

ACTIVITY 4 

Evacuees had to take a small suitcase. Find a suitable suitcase or rucksack. Pack your 

own luggage. You must include: a change of clothes: a change of underclothes; 

pyjamas; soap, facecloth, towel, hairbrush, comb, toothbrush (but not paste); 6 

handkerchiefs; dressing gown and slippers. What else would you like to take? 

When you have closed your case, try to carry it. Now, think of a way to weigh it. It’s 

important to remember that evacuees had to carry their own luggage – even at the age 

of 5 
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ACTIVITY 5 

Do you keep a diary? Many wartime children wrote diaries so that they could recall all 

the great changes that were happening in their lives. Write a diary entry to record all 

the events that occurred on the day you were evacuated from London to Wales. 

Remember to express your feelings. 

 

ACTIVITY 6 

Once the children were settled into their new foster homes, they were expected to write 

a letter. This was to let their parents know their new address and to reassure them that 

they were safe and happy. These would be informal, or friendly letters. Letters that 

are formal are usually business letters. Ask your parents to show you an example of 

a formal letter. A different kind of language is used. It’s not so ‘friendly’. 

Imagine you are an evacuee. Write a letter home to your parents. Try to imagine the 

Welsh country village that you have been evacuated to. How different is your foster 

home from your home in London? Are you happy, or will you pretend to be, so that 

your parents won’t be upset? 

 

 

We hope you enjoyed our VE day education pack! Be sure to share your pictures of 

baking and taking part in the activities with us on social media. 

Facebook: The Regimental Museum of The Royal Welsh  

Instagram: @rmrw_brecon  

Twitter: @RMRW_brecon 


